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Citizens Vote Yesl_\_7[ To Confirm Groundwater Conservation District For Colorado County
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The purpose of a GCD

is to preserve and protect

groundwater,

and degradation
quality.

and to
prevent waste, subsidence,

of water

There are 89 GCD’s in

Texas, protecting

available groundwater. GCD's

have over 50 years
experience in Texas.

of proven

The “rule of capture”is

ground-water

law in

Colorado County. This
law allows for unlimited
pumping of groundwater,

with no

consequence

for problems caused to

neighbors.

In 1949, the State legislature
realized modification of the

“rule of capture” u

ns needed

to protect groundwater and
created the first GCD to make
rules for this purpose.

The State also

realized

water availability varies

greatly from area to area,
therefore it is best to make
rules locally. Our GCD,

as authorized by

(Chapter 36 - Texas Water

Code), will make

based on local conditions.

Texas citizens
right to sell and

state law

our rules

have the
transport

groundwater (like gravel, oil,
gas, timber). The only way to

prevent pumping
water and causing

too much
harm, is

with rules made by a GCD.

A GCD collects data on
water levels and water
quality throughout the

county to be

used in

protecting our water.

Our GCD will not be
controlled by regional water
. The State
clearly places groundwater
protection and planning in

planners and LCRA

the hands of the local GCD,
governed by local citizens,
elected by local voters.

Our neighbors
Gonzales

GCD’s.
recently denied

have
Co.
permits

to SAWS. Wharton Co.

water usage has

doubled

with the arrival of a large
user. Fayette Co. has a
small water supply, so

conservation mea
very important.

sures are

Our GCD would allow us
to protect our groundwater
resources according to the laws
of Texas, while implementing

our own rules.

The GCD does
your water, and

not want
will not

sell your water. The GCD,
will help you protect yo

water.

Texas population is expe

to double by 2050.

Big cihip

are looking for water to su
their needs today and in {the}

future.

Our

comes from

the

Coast Aquifer. Our water

is accessible,

abundant,

and in close proximity
to Houston, Austin, and
SanAntonio. These cities
all need more water to
supply their needs today

and in the future.

November 6th

-.VOTE YES

Confirm the
creation
of the

Colorado County
Groundwater
Conservation

.,
District

VO

only way to;g;otect

your,groundwater

Ad paid for by Citizens for the Colorado County

GCD, Laura Myres, Treasurer.

Be sure you have accurate
information when making
your  decision.  Incorrect
interpretation of the laws,
and incorrect bill analysis
(quoted as fact) have been
used to misguide our voters.
Excerpts from articles, which
have changed the context of
the original article have also
mislead our voters.

It is_important to have GCD
before (not after) marketers arrive
to_protect our water. Allowing
a marketer to spend millions in
our county gives the marketer
“reasonable expectations.”
Attempts to stop marketers after
arrival would allow claims of
“stranded investment,” and they
could expect compensation.

Water marketers do take
water from counties that do
not have a GCD - just ask
Williamson County. Most
counties respond quickly to
marketers by voting in a GCD.

We __must _have _a_GCD _fo
have_a _vote at_the Groundwater
Management ___Area  (GMA)
meetings, according to SB3.
Citizens may attend meetings, and
comment if we do not have a GCD,
but they may not vote.

The state allows areas
outside of an existing GCD
to be annexed by a GCD. The
state does encourage GCD’s
as the preferred method of
groundwater management. SB3
analysis says “... this statue
does not encourage the creation
of single-county GCD’s,” in
order to allow an area outside
of a GCD to be annexed.

GCD’s do not supply
infrastructure for water marketers.
Marketers pay for their own
infrastructure (trucks, buildings,
bottling plants, feasibility studies).

The need to protect is
vital with urban spraw],
development, and increased
consumption by citizens,
agriculture, and industry.

We will pay for our GCD with
property tax. The maximum tax
rate is 3 cents per $100 valuation.
The average taxable appraisal in
the county is $76,000. The average
tax bill will be no more than $22.00
per year.

Ourrules say:1) There will be
no eminent domain; 2) Access
to property with landowner
consent; 3) Meters will not

.\ be required on domestic or

livestock wells pumping less
ithan 25,000 gallons per day;
4) Existing wells are exempt
from spacing requirements; 5)
glhe district shall be governed

by, seven elected directors; 6)
i[Directors are not compensated;
) iDirectors are limited to two
terms.

o e leaders of our county and our
imunicipalities recognized the need
gfor the Colorado County GCD. The

golorado County Commissioners

ourt, and the city councils of

Columbus, Eagle Lake, and Weimar
all voted unanimously to proceed
with the creation of our GCD.

Vote now, to protect our
water now and for the future.
Save groundwater for your
children and grandchildren.
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